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Rationale: Research is beginning to document the effects of deployment on children and youth indicating that it is determined in part by the parent’s reactions and ability to cope.  Many children adjust to the challenges of deployment with parental support.  When problems do develop, other Family risk factors are typically present (Cozza, 2005; Hardaway, 2004 Mass trauma and violence: Helping families and children cope; Huebner & Mancini, Family Relations: Interdisciplinary Journal of Applied Family Studies 2005; Orthner & Rose, SAF V Report Summary: Deployment and separation adjustment among Army civilian spouses 2005).  A recent finding (Chartrand et al., Arch Pediatr Adolesc Med. 2008) highlights that some young children exhibit behavioral responses absent their parent’s stress or depressed symptoms.  Importantly, increases in Child Maltreatment seem to go along with large-scale deployments (McCarroll et al., Child Abuse Review 2008).  So, in 2009, we see the need to continue to pursue Prevention of Child Abuse AND Neglect as a priority.  This year, we take the approach that it is important to identify the problem and emphasize multiple prevention strategies.  


Theme:  Act Now - Prevent Child Abuse/Neglect.  “Act Now” conveys two obvious meanings:  first, “Personal Responsibility Within the Family” for child abuse/neglect prevention and second, “Action in the Army Community” to prevent child abuse/neglect. Under this theme we can roll out a number of key slogans that can bring the prevention message into focus.  The parents left at home need to "act" on the signs in their own behavior – before they culminate in real abuse/neglect.  The deployed parent can take small steps to reduce the child's or their spouse's sense of abandonment.  Family members and friends can "be aware" of the seriousness of Child Neglect, and “act” by stepping up and offering help before a concerning situation turns into a bad situation.  The helping community – both volunteers and professionals – can have their biggest positive impact by catching the "early warning signs" and responding with support.  Self-responsibility and resiliency are antidotes to abuse/neglect.  So the key step is to "take action" for prevention.

DRAFT INSTALLATION COMMANDER'S PROCLAMATION

Army research since the start of OEF and OIF calls attention to Child Abuse & Child Neglect in our Army Family.  While Child Abuse numbers have actually declined, increases in Child Neglect seem to increase with lengthy and multiple deployments. The harm done to children through neglect can be serious.  It can lead to chronic problems that endure into adulthood.  Neglect in certain forms can even result in the death of a child.

The Army and this Installation are committed to the prevention of child abuse in all its forms.  Prevention of Child Abuse/Neglect requires being alert to the warning signs.  Troubled relationships, breakdowns in Family functioning, signs of mental health problems, behavior problems in our children:  all of these are serious warning signs.

April 2009 is Child Abuse Prevention Month in the Army and throughout the US.  At this Installation we are dedicating that month, to an increased emphasis on the prevention of all forms of Child Maltreatment with a special focus on Child Neglect.  The theme for the campaign is Act Now - Prevent Child Abuse/Neglect.  No matter what your role in our community, be aware of the warning signs, be prepared to help in the prevention effort, and be prepared to act.  Parents at home, parents who are deployed, or parents who are in any stage of the deployment cycle stage:  take responsibility and overcome the challenges that may get in the way of your duty to protect and care for your children.  Family and friends:  step up and lend a hand to parents in need of support.

As commanding officer, I know that our Soldiers and our Families are resilient – truly Army Strong and that our Army community stands behind them.   That resilience is important in the campaign against Child Abuse/Neglect.  Take action. Support each other.  Be ready to seek out and accept the support and help you need. 

At [name of this Installation], as commanding officer, I depend on the Family Advocacy Program to lead the way in providing full support for the prevention agenda.  Act Now and Prevent Child Abuse/Neglect.  Turn to the Army Family Advocacy Program (FAP) for tips on prevention.

[Signed]

Installation Commander

[ROLL-OUT Timeline is on the next page]

ROLL-OUT TIMELINE

· February 3, 2009:  Approved the Theme for the April 2008 Campaign. 

· February 5, 2009: Approval of the Installation Commander's Proclamation (included above)
· March 1, 2009: Disseminate final poster designs to the field
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