CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION MONTH IN THE ARMY: APRIL 2007
OVERVIEW

The Army has made Child Abuse Prevention a priority for many years.  The mission is to prevent child abuse in all its forms.

THEME

With deployment as a reality in the lives of a majority of Army Soldiers and families, it is critically important for us to maintain healthy families and positive community involvement on behalf of the welfare of children.  For our Army Child Abuse Prevention Month 2007, we emphasize that our children need caring adults, safe homes and schools, healthy development opportunities, effective chances to learn and grow, and a community committed to their future.

APPROVED SLOGANS

"Today's Children are Tomorrow's Future"

"Protect our Children...the world's most precious jewels.…"
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To All Units,

As the installation commander, I call upon every Soldier, civilian employee, and family member to support our mission. Preventing child abuse and neglect is one aspect of that mission. In today's environment, with the stress of deployment and family separations on all our communities, protecting the well being of our children is a particularly critical challenge.  What we do on behalf of children today determines their future — and ours.

What we can do for Child Abuse Prevention Month 2007 at (Installation Name), is to show our children a community filled with caring adults, safe homes and schools, multiple opportunities for healthy development, effective chances to learn and grow, and an installation committed to their protection and welfare.

The first and most important line of defense for children is their family.  Resilient parents and relatives are indispensable in the lives of children particularly in stressful situations. 

Making our families and our installation a protective and nurturing place for children is all our responsibility. Our children deserve:

· Safe streets, safe schools and safe communities

· Opportunities for growing up strong and healthy

· Chances to develop to their highest potential in physical, emotional and intellectual terms

· Ways to learn naturally the value of helping others

Whatever your duty assignment here at (Installation Name) I call upon you to do your part to keep both your family and our community a place where any child can grow into a healthy future. There are many resources available in this community to support families and protect children. Contact the Family Advocacy Program (POC at the specific installation) for assistance. 

(Signed) _______________________________

INSTALLATION COMMANDER

